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Introduction 
This document is a Written Scheme of Investigation which details the standard procedures and approach 
to the project which will be employed by CFA Archaeology (CFA) and is a response to a requirement for 
an archaeological investigation by the Northamptonshire County Archaeologist and commissioned by 
Ashfield Land. This is a response to a requirement by the County Archaeologist for archaeological works 
to mitigate the effects of development on any archaeological deposits. 

Project Background 
The Masterplan Area for the site (Fig. 1) is approximately 270 hectares and is located north of Blisworth 
and south of Milton Malsor, Northamptonshire at OS ref. SP 725 546, The Masterplan Area lies in an area 
of ‘Whitby Mudstone Formation – Mudstone’ & ‘Marlstone Rock Formation – Limestone, Ferruginous’ – 
which are sedimentary bedrocks formed approximately 176 to 190 million years ago in the Jurassic 
Period.  The superficial geology is Alluvium deposits of clay, silt, sand and gravels that formed up to 2 
million years ago in the Quaternary Period (British Geological Survey 2015). 
 
Soils in the site (LandIS 2015) are described as being slightly acid but base-rich which are freely draining 
with high natural fertility.  The characteristic habitats are described as base-rich pastures and deciduous 
woodlands.  The main land cover is described as arable with some grassland.  
 
An ES chapter has been prepared and a geophysical survey and trial trench evaluation has also been 
carried out on the Site and are very briefly summarised below. 
 

Early prehistoric activity (Mesolithic to Bronze Age) within the Masterplan Area 
is evidenced by find-spots of worked flint artefacts and flakes, but no specific 
prehistoric settlement remains have been recorded.  There is evidence for early 
prehistoric activity within the wider area, with the remains of a Bronze Age 
beaker cemetery (MNN13065) identified to the northwest of Milton Malsor, 
approximately 0.5km to the north. 
 
Evidence for later prehistoric/Romano-British settlement within the Masterplan 
Area is indicated by cropmarks of two potential Iron Age/Romano-British sites, 
particularly concentrated in the western half of the Masterplan Area along with 
remains of what may have been a Romano-British pottery kiln site just north of 
Deveron House, recorded in the 1940s.  Scatters of both Iron Age and Roman 
pottery and other Roman finds such as tile and quern fragments across the 
Masterplan Area suggest considerable activity within the area during these 
periods.  Within 1km of the proposed development (ES Figure 3) there are 
several late prehistoric and Romano-British settlements, including Gayton Roman 
Villa/Temple (MNN9021) approximately 0.9km to the southwest of the proposed 
development, along with Iron Age to Romano-British settlements (MNN4134, 
MNN6147, and MNN103131) located to the south of the proposed development 
around Blisworth and (MNN6134, MNN6138 and MNN6591) to the north 
around Milton Malsor.  In addition, the remains of a possible Romano-British 
cemetery (MNN13066) were uncovered during sand extraction works in the 
1950s immediately north of the proposed development.  All indicate that the area 
has been substantially settled from the Iron Age onwards. 
 
There is no direct evidence to suggest settlement within the proposed 
development during the Saxon period.  However, evidence was found in the 
1940s to suggest that a possible Saxon cemetery once survived on the outskirts of 
Milton Malsor, just within the Masterplan Area (approximate location indicated 
by blue dot on ES Figure 2).  There is evidence for settlement dating to this 
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period in the wider landscape (ES Figure 3), with a possible early Middle Saxon 
site recorded just east of Milton Malsor (MNN6129), approximately 0.4km to the 
northeast of the proposed development, and further potentially late Saxon remains 
recorded to the east of Blisworth (MNN140656), approximately 0.4km to the 
south of the proposed development. 
 
Previous archaeological investigations within the Masterplan Area uncovered 
concentrations of medieval pottery which have been interpreted as potentially 
manuring spreads (Morris 2008) and these along with relict rig and furrow 
remains present across the site suggests that the area was utilised primarily as 
farmland from the medieval period and this use continues today.  Concentrations 
of medieval pottery, particularly within fields at the southern boundary of the 
proposed development have been interpreted by Morris (2008) as potentially 
indicating the location of a former medieval site in this area. 
 
Taking all of these factors into account, it is considered that there is a high 
potential for buried remains to be preserved within the Masterplan Area and that 
such sites could date to any era from the prehistoric onwards..  
 

A geophysical survey has currently identified various geophysical anomalies across the Masterplan area 
that represent buried archaeological remains (Stratascan 2017).  

 
‘The survey at Milton Malsor has identified two areas of multiphase, later 
prehistoric or Romano-British settlement activity. The settlements are evidenced 
through a series of rectilinear, curvilinear and linear responses along with a 
number of backfilled pits. The locations of the settlement activity do not 
correspond with previously recorded cropmark sites (MNN129368, MNN2505, 
MNN129367), which have not been detected.  
 
Further possible archaeological anomalies may be associated with the settlement 
activity, or further outlying areas of occupation, though their exact origin cannot 
be determined with confidence.  
 
Extensive evidence of ridge and furrow cultivation, along with evidence of 
modern ploughing, former field boundaries, tracks, former barns and ponds 
indicate that the site has been largely used for agricultural purposes since the 
medieval period.  
 
Evidence of former sand extraction has been detected, one area of which 
corresponds with a former sand pit on available mapping.’  
 
The most significant of these covers an area of about 6.5ha in the eastern portion 
of the Masterplan area. (6/1/17). 
 

The Northamptonshire County Archaeologist recommended that a phased programme of evaluation in 
the form of geophysical survey to be followed by trial trenching of around 3% of the site area should be 
undertaken.   The geophysical survey was completed in September 2015 revealing a number of 
anomalies of unknown date and function (Fig. 1 and 2).  The area of anomalies in the east is subject to a 
2% sample as the anomalies clearly define the extent of the archaeology and a larger sample might 
damage the archaeological site. 
 
The trial trench evaluation of some 733 trenches  found no remains were found in the clay valley 
between the Milton Malsor and Blisworth but the evaluation identified 15 archaeological sites 
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representing areas of Iron Age, Roman and medieval farming remains and settlements mainly located 
on a band of sand running east-west to the south of Milton Malsor. The sites identified were: 
 
Site 1 - a medieval enclosure, possibly for stock, to the south-west of Milton Malsor located on a small 
hill. Earlier Iron age remains, possibly part of a round house, were found on the same hill. 
 
Site 2 - a group of ditches and pits which are part of a Roman settlement on the west side of the Milton 
Malsor to the south of Gayton Road. 
 
Site 3 - an area of Roman gullies, possibly marking settlement or land boundaries, to the west of Site 2 
that may be contemporary with the latter. 
 
Site 4 - an area of likley Roman cultivation channels cut into the north-facing hillside close to the 
Blisworth Marina on the opposite side of the A42.  
 
Site 5 - a group of enclosures identified on the geophysical survey south of Milton Malsor which were 
found to be well preserved. The central enclosure was square and marked by a deep V-shaped ditch 
containing some Iron Age and Roman pottery. An overlapping smaller D-shaped enclosure was located 
to the east which was found to have a shallower western ditch and a ploughed out eastern ditch. Pits and 
a post hole containing Iron Age and Roman pottery were found inside the two enclosures representing 
domestic settlement activity. 
 
Site 6 - a rectilinear field system and an east-west track of apparent Roman date to the north of Manor 
Farm. A small group of post-holes possibly on the south side of the track possibly represents the 
remains of a wooden structure.  
 
Site 7 - a rectangular field enclosure marked by ditches with a series of pits at the north end located in 
the field to the north-west of Lodge Farm. The rectangular enclosure and pits appear to be Iron Age. 
 
Site 8 - a Roman settlement to the west of lodge farm with associate remains to the south. The main part 
of the site is a large rectangular enclosure crossed by small divisions, possibly representing tracks or 
more formal pathways. The evaluation revealed that the edges of these are marked by shallow linear 
gullies. Next to one of these was a large pit which produced a roman pottery vessel. The north site of 
the enclosure was marked by a series of ditches one of which contained roman glass. Investigations of 
the west side of the enclosure found a group of pits for likley sand extraction. The south-west corner of 
the enclosure was found to be a 5m wide U-shaped ditch which had been recut. Remains to the south of 
the enclosure included a series of intercutting drainage channel and an area of pits and ditches possibly 
marking the site of a building.      
 
Site 9 - a series of plough-truncated pits, gullies and ditches next to two railway cuttings situated 
between Blisworth and Courteenhall Estate. The remains include possible Roman structural remains 
represented by gullies and, pits and post holes on top of the hill, and to the south a series of circular pits, 
possibly dug for sand extraction. One of these had a fill containing an inhumation. Irregular pits 
containing Iron Age pottery were located nearby and at the south end of the Site was a large shallow 
ditch of possible Roman date cut into the south-facing slope of the hill with post holes on the up slope 
side.  
 
Site 10 - an area of sparse features to the east of the A43 representing a Roman field system.     
 
Site 11 - rectangular enclosures of unknown but likely Roman date found in a geophysical survey to the 
west of Milton Malsor, and partly verified by the evaluation. 
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Site 12 - a waterlogged area, possibly a natural depression, in the valley on the west side of Milton 
Malsor. The feature may have potential for environmental evidence dating to the early Holocene. 
 
Site 13 - narrow gullies on the east side of the railway to the south-east of Lodge Farm. The gullies 
appear to be Roman and relate to field drainage connected to a possible settlement west of Rectory 
Farm identified in a geophysical survey.  
 
Site 14 - a gully found on the east side of the railway to the east of Lodge Farm likely to be for field 
drainage, possibly Roman. 
 
Site 15 - an isolated hearth and a curved ditch to the north of Site 1 that produced no dating evidence. 
The hearth may be evidence of settlement and possibly be contemporary with Site 1 to the south. 
trenches revealed 15 areas of archaeological interest only  

Project Objectives 
The objectives of the project are to record archaeological sites before they are removed by the 
development 
 
The Research Objectives are to: 
 

 Investigate the evidence for and origins of the different phases of land use and enclosure within 
the area, including any evidence for pre-Roman, Roman, Saxon, medieval and post-medieval 
activity; 

 Place the results of the investigation within the wider landscape context and contribute to an 
understanding of the pattern of land use;  

 Use the spectrum of environmental techniques appropriate for this aspect of investigation in an 
attempt to model the landscape and its transformation brought about people and due to natural 
events.  

 Enable an informed decision to be made regarding the future treatment of any archaeological 
remains and consider any appropriate mitigation measures to be undertaken either in advance of 
and/or during development. 
 

 
Research objectives can be identified through reference to the East Midlands Research Agenda (Knight, 
Vyner & Allen 2012). The research agenda identifies specific areas of interest and objectives that should 
be considered a focus of all excavations that take place within the East Midlands. However, until the 
range and quality of any remains is identified it is not possible to define any specific research priorities 
prior to completion of the evaluation. 

Method Statement: Mitigation Areas 
The 15 sites identified by the Environmental Statement and have resulted in the identification of 11 areas 
for mitigation in consultation with NCC’s archaeologists; Sites 6, 7 and 8 are one combined mitigation 
area. Only one Archaeological Site (9) is currently thought not to require mitigation. Seven of the 
mitigation areas are formal set-piece excavations and 4 are areas of Strip, Map and Sample. These areas 
are shown on Figure 1.  
 
All machining will be undertaken using a toothless ditching bucket under constant archaeological 
supervision. The proposed trench layout is attached as Figure 1. 
 
Adiitional works may be required; evaluation on any areas of impact at Junction 15a of the M1 and 
further mitigation if required and a watching brief at the northern side of the Tove roundabout just outside 
Bicester. 
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Excavation and Recording Strategy 
Linear features (ditches and gullies) will be sample excavated at a minimum of a 1m wide section or 10% 
of their length and a minimum of 1m per section at regular intervals. Intersections may be investigated to 
establish relationships between features. Pits and post holes will be sampled at a minimum of 50%, and 
ovens, hearths and other significant industrial or domestic features will be recorded and left in situ unless 
otherwise agreed with the County Archaeologist. Should burials be encountered then they will be 
excavated in accordance with a Ministry of Justice Licence. Archaeological features will be 
systematically scanned by metal detector prior to excavation and spoil routinely scanned for finds. 
 
Environmental samples will be taken as necessary from significant archaeological deposits in accordance 
with relevant guidelines (AES 1995, Dobney et al. 1992, Murphy and Wiltshire 1994 and EH 2011). 
Generally samples will be undertaken from representative features and from securely stratified primary 
deposits along with any other deposits identified as showing palaeoenvironmental potential. This will be 
informed by the professional judgement of the archaeologist on site in conjunction with CFAs 
environmental specialists, the Historic England scientific advisor and the County Archaeologist. 
 
All archaeological remains will be recorded by means of photographs, drawings and written records 
conforming to CIfA standards (2014) and CFA’s quality manuals. All features will be planned and drawn 
in section at an appropriate scale (normally 1:10 or 1:20). All plans and sections will be related in height 
to the ordnance datum. The photographic record will consist of high resolution digital photographs. 

Finds Recovery and Post-excavation Strategy 
All finds of pre-modern date will be retained for analysis; modern finds will be retained should they be 
from stratigraphically critical deposits or be intrinsically significant. All finds which come under the 
purview of the Treasure Act 1996 will be reported to the coroner and relevant procedures will be 
followed. All Saxon and later ceramics will be classified in accordance with the Northamptonshire 
Ceramic Type Series. The MPRG's Minimum Standards for the Processing, Recording, Analysis and 
Publication of Post-Roman Ceramics must be adhered to (Slowikowski et al 2001). 
 
All finds will be treated in accordance with relevant guidance (UKIC 2001 and CIfA 2014). Ferrous and 
non ferrous objects will be x-rayed as appropriate. 
 
Report 
 
The report will describe the methods employed and outline the results in sufficient detail to enable the 
results to be interpreted without recourse to the site archive. It will include tabulations of contexts and 
finds by context. It will also include a non-technical summary and the results will be interpreted in 
relation to the archaeological and historical context of the surrounding area.  
 
A post-excavation Assessment will be undertaken on all finds categories indicating the date and 
significance. Work on the pottery will be undertaken in accordance with the relevant research framework 
(Knight et al. 2012). A summary of the results of archaeological works will be submitted for inclusion in 
OASIS and the OASIS reference will appear in the report. 
 

The report will contain: 
 

 a concise non-technical summary of the project results; 
 the site location given as an 8 figure grid reference; 
 a location plan of the site at a scale of at least 1:10 000; 
 a location plan showing the trench locations of the site site at an appropriate scale; 
 plans and sections of archaeology located at a scale of 1:10, 1:20, 1:50 or 1:100, 

as appropriate; 



MIMA/1960 7 CFA 
 

 a statement and analysis of the results; 
 An assessment of the significance of any findings; 
 Tables summarising deposits, features, classes and numbers of artefacts 

encountered; 
 spot dating of significant finds, and; 
 Copies of specialist reports eg environmental assessments 
 

If deemed appropriate a post-excavation analysis and publication proposal will be drawn up and agreed 
with NCC’s archaeologists. 

Standards and Guidance 
CFA Archaeology is a registered organisation (RO) with the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 
(CIfA). All work will be conducted in accordance with relevant CIfA Standards and Guidance documents 
(CIfA 2014), English Heritage Guidance (EH 2005a, 2005b, 2006, 2007, 2008a and 2008b), relevant 
regional guidance (Knight, et al) and CFA’s standard methodology. The WSI along with relevant sections 
of the Environmental Statement (tbc) will be issued to site staff and will help inform the recording and 
interpretation of remains on site. 
 

Monitoring 
The archaeological work will be monitoring by the County Archaeologist who will be informed in 
advance of the works taking place, updated as to progress and any significant archaeological discoveries.  
Contact numbers for the site will be forwarded to the County Archaeologist and the client in advance of 
the work starting. 

Archiving 
The project archive, comprising all CFA record sheets, finds, plans and reports will be prepared in 
accordance with the requirements of the Northamptonshire Archaeological Archive Standards (NCC 
2014). The archive will be held by CFA Archaeology until an appropriate repository is found 
(Northamptonshire currently has no such repository) and then deposited at the Store and will conform to 
current guidelines in MoRPHE guidelines (Brown 2011, MGC 1994, SMA 1995, Ferguson and Murray 
1997, UKIC 1990 and EH 2006) ensuring the proper transfer of ownership. The project report shall 
include an index to the site archive.  

Outreach 
Should significant archaeological remains be encountered then appropriate avenues of publicity may be 
explored, with approval of the client and in consultation with the County Archaeologist. This may include 
press releases or articles to local and national media, television, web-based and social media, an open day 
for visitors or presentations or talks of the excavated remains to local societies or interested local people. 
All public outreach events will be conducted following consultation with and approval by the client and 
the County Archaeologist. Details of the project may also appear on CFA's website. 

Welfare, H & S and Environmental Policy 
CFA Archaeology promotes the welfare and development of all staff irrespective of their status as 
permanent or temporary employees. Health and Safety executive guidance is followed for the provision of 
welfare on site and in office environments. CFA is an equal opportunities employer. 
 
 
Policy Statement: 
 
It is the Company’s policy, so far as is reasonably practicable to: 
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 provide and maintain plant and equipment and systems of work that are safe and without risks to 

health; 
 make arrangements for ensuring safety and absence of risks to health in connection with the use, 

handling, storage and transport of articles and substances; 
 provide such information, instruction, training and supervision as is necessary to ensure the health 

and safety at work of employees and visitors; 
 maintain any place of work under the Company’s control in a condition that is safe and without 

risks to health and to provide and maintain means of access to and egress from it that are safe and 
without such risks; 

 provide and maintain a working environment for employees that is safe and without risks to 
health and is adequate as regards facilities and arrangements for their welfare at work; 

 provide such protective equipment as is necessary for the health and safety at work of employees;  
 encourage staff to set high standards of health and safety by personal example; 
 monitor the effectiveness of health and safety provisions within the Company, and;  
 keep the Health and Safety Policy under regular review and to duly circulate any amendments. 

 
It is equally a duty under the Health and Safety at Work Act for everyone engaged in company activities 
to exercise responsibility and care in the prevention of injury and ill health to themselves and to others 
who may be affected by acts and omissions at work. Those who supervise work in the company premises 
and at field locations elsewhere have special obligations to ensure that they do not endanger the health 
and safety of other colleagues or visitors. 
 
Prior to the start of site works a risk assessment will be carried out identifying risks to staff, visitors to the 
site and members of the public. Staff and visitors to the site will wear appropriate PPE at all times. 
 
No person shall intentionally interfere with, or misuse anything provided by the Company in the interests 
of health, safety or welfare. CFA Archaeology’s full Health and Safety policy and guidance is available 
on request. 
 
CFA Archaeology is committed to reducing its carbon footprint and maintains an environmental policy 
which may be supplied on request. 

Resources 
Mark Roberts (BA MLitt MCIfA) is a Regional Manager for CFA. Mark has project managed numerous 
archaeological projects of all periods throughout the UK including those undertaken for large 
infrastructure projects. Mark has an IOSH Managing Safely certificate.  
 
The Site Archaeologists for CFA will be selected from CFA’s pool of staff, all of whom have appropriate 
experience. The project officer and supervisors will be first aiders and all site staff will have current 
CSCS cards (archaeological technician). 
 
CFA’s Graphic’s Manager Shelly Werner BA MPhil DPhil, who is responsible for the organisation and 
management of all GIS, CAD and Illustrative material. She is an experienced illustrator with specialist 
knowledge in GIS consultancy. 
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List of Specialists 
 
Osteoarchaeology / small finds Sue Anderson BA MPhil PGDip MCIfA 
Lithics Ann Clarke PhD MCIfA (Freelance) 
Prehistoric pottery /briquetage Elaine Morris BA PhD FSA MCIfA 

Prehistoric pottery  
Melanie Johnson MA PhD FSA Scot MCIfA (CFA 
Archaeology)  

Pre-Roman Iron Age pottery Paul Blinkhorn 
Roman pottery Jerry Evans 
Saxon and Medieval pottery Paul Blinkhorn 
Samian Via Jerry Evans 

Conservation Laboratory (Lead Conservator) 
The Scottish Conservation Studio (Will Murray BSc PGDip 
ACR) 

Palaeoenvironmental Scientist Mike Cressey HND BA MSc PhD MIfA (CFA Archaeology) 
Archaeobotany Mhairi Hastie BSc MSc ACIfA (CFA Archaeology) 
Archaeozoology Jennifer Thoms MA PhD FSA Scot 
Soil Micromorphology Clare Ellis BA PhD MIfA  
Mollusca and fish remains Ruby Ceron-Carrasco MA PhD 
Post-medieval pottery Sue Anderson BA MPhil PGDip MCIfA/Rebekah Pressler 
Palynology Robert McCulloch BA PhD (University of Stirling) 
Ceramic Building Material John Tibbles BA ACIfA/Rebekah Pressler 
Industrial and domestic waste analysis David Starley BSc PhD 
 
The above list is not exhaustive, should unusual or locally specific archaeological materials be 
discovered; appropriate specialists will be sort on the advice of the Regional Historic England scientific 
Advisor. Cvs and examples of work for all specialists may be supplied on request. 

Timetable 
The envisaged start date for the fieldwork will be arranged. Resources may be varied depending on the 
access to landowner parcels and the level and complexity of archaeological remains encountered. 
 
Quality Assurance 
 
CFA works to the highest achievable standards across the range of its archaeological activities and 
employs best archaeological practices. CFA operates according to the appropriate codes and standards of 
the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA).  
  
A quality system has been produced to fulfil the requirements of best archaeological practice. This system 
comprises the Quality Policy, Quality Manual, project specific Quality Plans, and a series of Standard 
Operating Procedures, copies all of which may be supplied on request. 
 
CFA staff are instructed in the requirements of the quality system. All staff working on projects are 
inducted in CFA working practices, including quality responsibilities. Every member of staff is made 
aware of their individual responsibilities within the project and within the Quality Plan. CFA ensures that 
all staff are qualified, experienced archaeologists, and that training is conducted in appropriate areas of 
CFA work procedures and in developing uses of new technologies. All staff are encouraged to apply for 
membership of the CIfA, the recognised professional body for field archaeology, at an appropriate level 
and are encouraged and assisted through an appraisal system to maintain continuing professional 
development documentation. 
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Introduction 
This document is a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) commissioned by Ashfield Land which details 
the standard procedures and approach to the embedded construction phase mitigation that will be 
employed by CFA Archaeology (CFA) for the Rail Central project.  The WSI has been prepared to 
address a requirement by the Northamptonshire County Archaeologist for archaeological works to 
mitigate the effects of the proposed development on any archaeological deposits within the Proposed 
Development Order Limits. 

Project Background 
The Proposed Development includes the Main SRFI Site, J15a and other minor highway works as set out 
in the Environmental Statement (ES). 
 
The Main SRFI Site (Figure 1) covers an area of approximately 270 hectares and is located north of 
Blisworth and south of Milton Malsor, Northamptonshire at OS NGR. SP 725 546.  The Main SRFI Site 
lies in an area of ‘Whitby Mudstone Formation – Mudstone’ & ‘Marlstone Rock Formation – Limestone, 
Ferruginous’ – which are sedimentary bedrocks formed approximately 176 to 190 million years ago in the 
Jurassic Period.  The superficial geology is Alluvium deposits of clay, silt, sand and gravels that formed 
up to 2 million years ago in the Quaternary Period (British Geological Survey 2018). 
 
Soils across the Main SRFI Site (LandIS 2018) are described as being slightly acid but base-rich which 
are freely draining with high natural fertility.  The characteristic habitats are described as base-rich 
pastures and deciduous woodlands.  The main land cover is described as arable with some grassland.  
 
An ES chapter has been prepared and a geophysical survey and trial trench evaluation has also been 
carried out on the Main SRFI Site and are very briefly summarised below. 
 

Early prehistoric activity (Mesolithic to Bronze Age) within the Main SRFI Site 
is evidenced by find-spots of worked flint artefacts and flakes, but no specific 
prehistoric settlement remains have been recorded.  There is evidence for early 
prehistoric activity within the wider area, with the remains of a Bronze Age 
beaker cemetery (MNN13065) identified to the northwest of Milton Malsor, 
approximately 0.5km to the north. 
 
Evidence for later prehistoric/Romano-British settlement within the Main SRFI 
Site is indicated by cropmarks of two potential Iron Age/Romano-British sites, 
particularly concentrated in the western half of the Main SRFI Site along with 
remains of what may have been a Romano-British pottery kiln site just north of 
Deveron House, recorded in the 1940s.  Scatters of both Iron Age and Roman 
pottery and other Roman finds such as tile and quern fragments across the Main 
SRFI Site suggest considerable activity within the area during these periods.  
Within 1km of the proposed development (ES Figure 11.3) there are several late 
prehistoric and Romano-British settlements, including Gayton Roman 
Villa/Temple (MNN9021) approximately 0.9km to the southwest of the proposed 
development, along with Iron Age to Romano-British settlements (MNN4134, 
MNN6147, and MNN103131) located to the south of the proposed development 
around Blisworth and (MNN6134, MNN6138 and MNN6591) to the north 
around Milton Malsor.  In addition, the remains of a possible Romano-British 
cemetery (MNN13066) were uncovered during sand extraction works in the 
1950s immediately north of the proposed development.  All indicate that the area 
has been substantially settled from the Iron Age onwards. 
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There is no direct evidence to suggest settlement within the proposed 
development during the Saxon period.  However, evidence was found in the 
1940s to suggest that a possible Saxon cemetery once survived on the outskirts of 
Milton Malsor, just within the Main SRFI Site (approximate location indicated by 
blue dot on ES Figure 2).  There is evidence for settlement dating to this period in 
the wider landscape (ES Figure 3), with a possible early Middle Saxon site 
recorded just east of Milton Malsor (MNN6129), approximately 0.4km to the 
northeast of the proposed development, and further potentially late Saxon remains 
recorded to the east of Blisworth (MNN140656), approximately 0.4km to the 
south of the proposed development. 
 
Previous archaeological investigations within the Main SRFI Site uncovered 
concentrations of medieval pottery which have been interpreted as potentially 
manuring spreads (Morris 2008) and these along with relict rig and furrow 
remains present across the site suggests that the area was utilised primarily as 
farmland from the medieval period and this use continues today.  Concentrations 
of medieval pottery, particularly within fields at the southern boundary of the 
proposed development have been interpreted by Morris (2008) as potentially 
indicating the location of a former medieval site in this area. 
 
Taking all of these factors into account, it is considered that there is a high 
potential for buried remains to be preserved within the Main SRFI Site and that 
such sites could date to any era from the prehistoric onwards..  
 

A geophysical survey has currently identified various geophysical anomalies across the Main SRFI Site 
that represent buried archaeological remains (Stratascan 2017).  

 
‘The survey at Milton Malsor has identified two areas of multiphase, later 
prehistoric or Romano-British settlement activity. The settlements are evidenced 
through a series of rectilinear, curvilinear and linear responses along with a 
number of backfilled pits. The locations of the settlement activity do not 
correspond with previously recorded cropmark sites (MNN129368, MNN2505, 
MNN129367), which have not been detected.  
 
Further possible archaeological anomalies may be associated with the settlement 
activity, or further outlying areas of occupation, though their exact origin cannot 
be determined with confidence.  
 
Extensive evidence of ridge and furrow cultivation, along with evidence of 
modern ploughing, former field boundaries, tracks, former barns and ponds 
indicate that the site has been largely used for agricultural purposes since the 
medieval period.  
 
Evidence of former sand extraction has been detected, one area of which 
corresponds with a former sand pit on available mapping.’  
 
The most significant of these covers an area of about 6.5ha in the eastern portion 
of the Main SRFI Site. (6/1/17). 
 

Pre-submission embedded mitigation 
The Northamptonshire County Council Archaeologist required that a phased programme of 
archaeological evaluation in the form of geophysical survey to be followed by trial trenching of around 
3% of the site area should be undertaken covering the Main SRFI Site.   
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The geophysical survey (magnetic gradiometry of 100% of the Main SRFI Site) was completed in 
September 2015 revealing a number of anomalies of unknown date and function (Figures 1 and 2).  The 
area of geophysical survey anomalies in the east of the Main SRFI Site was subject to a 2% trial trench 
sampling strategy as it was agreed by the Northamptonshire County Council Archaeologist that the 
anomalies clearly define the extent of the archaeology and a larger sample might result in damage the 
archaeological site. 
 
The trial trench evaluation of some 733 trenches across the Main SRFI Site identified 15 archaeological 
sites, representing areas of Iron Age, Roman and medieval farming remains and settlements, mainly 
located on a band of sand running east-west to the south of Milton Malsor.  No remains were found in 
the clay valley between the Milton Malsor and Blisworth.  The sites identified and shown on Figure 1 
are: 
 
Site 1 - a medieval enclosure, possibly for stock, to the south-west of Milton Malsor located on a small 
hill.  Earlier Iron Age remains, possibly part of a round house, were also found on the same hill. 
 
Site 2 - a group of ditches and pits, that are part of a Roman settlement, on the west side of Milton 
Malsor, to the south of Gayton Road. 
 
Site 3 - an area of Roman gullies, possibly marking settlement or land boundaries, to the west of Site 2 
that may be contemporary with the latter. 
 
Site 4 - an area of likely Roman cultivation channels cut into the north-facing hillside close to the 
Blisworth Marina, on the opposite side of the A42.  
 
Site 5 - a group of enclosures identified on the geophysical survey south of Milton Malsor, which were 
found to be well preserved.  The central enclosure was square and marked by a deep V-shaped ditch 
containing some Iron Age and Roman pottery.  An overlapping smaller D-shaped enclosure was located 
to the east and was found to have a shallow western ditch and a ploughed out eastern ditch.  Pits and a 
post hole containing Iron Age and Roman pottery were found inside the two enclosures, representing 
domestic settlement activity. 
 
Site 6 - a rectilinear field system and an east-west aligned track of apparent Roman date, to the north of 
Manor Farm.  A small group of post-holes on the south side of the track possibly represents the remains 
of a wooden structure.  
 
Site 7 - a rectangular field enclosure, marked by ditches with a series of pits at the north end, found in 
the field to the north-west of Lodge Farm.  The rectangular enclosure and pits appear to be of Iron Age 
date. 
 
Site 8 - a Roman settlement, to the west of Lodge Farm, with associate remains to the south.  The main 
part of this site is a large rectangular enclosure crossed by small divisions, possibly representing tracks 
or more formal pathways.  The evaluation revealed that the edges of these tracks are marked by shallow 
linear gullies.  Next to one of the tracks was a large pit from which a roman pottery vessel was 
recovered.  The north site of the enclosure was marked by a series of ditches, one of which contained 
roman glass.  Investigations of the west side of the enclosure found a group of pits, most likely for sand 
extraction.  The south-west corner of the enclosure was found to be defined by a 5m wide U-shaped 
ditch which had been re-cut.  Remains to the south of the enclosure included a series of intercutting 
drainage channels and an area of pits and ditches, possibly marking the site of a building. 
 
Site 9 - a series of plough-truncated pits, gullies and ditches found next to two railway cuttings between 
Blisworth and Courteenhall Estate.  The remains include possible Roman structural remains represented 
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by gullies, pits and post holes on top of the hill, and, to the south, a series of circular pits, possibly dug 
for sand extraction.  One of these had a fill containing an inhumation burial.  Irregular pits containing 
Iron Age pottery were found nearby and at the south end of the site was a large shallow ditch, of 
possible Roman date, cut into the south-facing slope of the hill, with post holes on the up-slope side.  
 
Site 10 - an area of sparse features to the east of the A43, representing a Roman field system. 
 
Site 11 - rectangular enclosures of unknown, but likely Roman, date found by geophysical survey to the 
west of Milton Malsor and partly verified by the evaluation. 
 
Site 12 - a waterlogged area, possibly a natural depression, in the valley on the west side of Milton 
Malsor.  The feature may have potential for environmental evidence dating to the early Holocene. 
 
Site 13 - narrow gullies on the east side of the railway to the south-east of Lodge Farm.  The gullies 
appear to be of Roman date and relate to field drainage connected to a possible settlement west of 
Rectory Farm identified by geophysical survey.  
 
Site 14 - a gully found on the east side of the railway to the east of Lodge Farm and likely to be for field 
drainage, possibly Roman in date. 
 
Site 15 - an isolated hearth and a curved ditch to the north of Site 1 that produced no dating evidence.  
The hearth may be evidence of settlement and may possibly be contemporary with Site 1 which lies to 
the south.  

Project Objectives 
The objective of the embedded mitigation is to record the archaeological sites identified within the Main 
SRFI Site before they are removed by the development and to assess the archaeological potential at J15a 
and Minor Highway Works areas.  The work will be carried out in accordance with the CIfA Code of 
Conduct (CIfA 2014a) and relevant Standards and Guidance (CIfA 2014b-e). 
 
The Research Objectives of the project are to: 
 

• Investigate the evidence for, and origins of, the different phases of land use and enclosure within 
the Main SRFI Site, including any evidence for pre-Roman, Roman, Saxon, medieval and post-
medieval activity; 

• Place the results of the investigation within the wider landscape context and contribute to an 
understanding of the pattern of land use;  

• Use the spectrum of environmental techniques appropriate for this aspect of investigation in an 
attempt to model the landscape and its transformation brought about by people and due to natural 
events; and, 

• Enable an informed decision to be made regarding the future treatment of any archaeological 
remains and consider any appropriate mitigation measures to be undertaken either in advance of 
and/or during development. 

 
Research objectives can be identified through reference to the East Midlands Research Agenda (Knight, 
Vyner & Allen 2012).  The Research Agenda identifies specific areas of interest and objectives that 
should be considered a focus of all excavations that take place within the East Midlands.  However, until 
the range and quality of any remains is identified it is not possible to define any specific research 
priorities prior to completion of the evaluation. 
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Construction Phase Embedded Mitigation Method Statement 
 
Main SRFI Site 
 
Assessment of the 15 sites identified by the initial embedded mitigation strategy within the Main SRFI 
Site has resulted, through consultation with NCC Archaeology, in the identification of 11 ‘areas’ for 
further, construction phase, mitigation work.  Nine of the mitigation areas are to be formal set-piece 
excavations and two are areas of Strip, Map and Sample.  These areas are shown on Figure 1.  The 
excavation work will be carried out in accordance with CIfA Standard and Guidance for Archaeological 
Excavation (CIfA 2014b). 
 
Sites 6, 7 and 8 are to be combined as one area, as are Sites 3 and 11.  Sites 2, 5, 12, 14 and 5 are to be 
expanded to take in a wider area for more detailed investigation.  Only that part of Site 13 that lies within 
the Main SRFI Site is to be expanded and investigated. 
 
Strip, map and sample excavation will be carried out over Sites 4 and 10. 
 
One of the identified sites (Site 9) is currently thought not to require mitigation as the remains in this area 
are relatively poorly preserved (plough truncated) and this area can be preserved in situ.   
 
All topsoil and overburden removal will be undertaken using a toothless, wide bladed ditching bucket 
under constant archaeological supervision.   
 
J15a 
 
Trial trench evaluation will be required at J15a where a new link road alignment is proposed and where a 
construction compound is to be sited.  If any archaeological remains are found during this evaluation 
work, consultation will be undertaken with NCC Archaeology and appropriate further mitigation will be 
implemented if required.  The evaluation work will be carried out in accordance with CIfA Standard and 
Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation (CIfA 2014c). 
 
All topsoil and overburden removal will be undertaken using a toothless, wide bladed ditching bucket 
under constant archaeological supervision. 
 
A43/A5 Tove Roundabout 
 
A watching brief will be required on the northern side of the Tove roundabout, just to the northwest of 
Towcester along the alignment of a new filter road alignment through an area that is currently covered in 
scrub woodland.  If any archaeological remains are found during the watching brief, consultation will be 
undertaken with NCC Archaeology and appropriate further mitigation will be implemented if required. 
 

Other Minor Highway Works 
 
In areas not subject to formal watching briefs where small strips of third party land are to be affected, 
good construction practice will be adopted that will follow the requirements set out in the appended 
Construction Guidelines.  The guidelines will be incorporated in the COCP/CEMP and will emphasise the 
best practice archaeological guidance regarding the conservation and correct treatment of archaeological 
remains.  In particular the legal requirements in respect of the discovery of artefacts and human remains 
will be set out and all construction staff and management should be made aware of the legal requirements 
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and penalties.  Good practice guidance in relation to casual or unexpected archaeological discoveries is 
appended to this WSI (Annex One). 
 

Excavation and Recording Strategy 
Linear features (ditches and gullies) will be sample excavated at a minimum of a 1m wide section or 10% 
of their length and a minimum of 1m per section at regular intervals.  Intersections may be investigated to 
establish relationships between features.  Pits and post holes will be sampled at a minimum of 50%, and 
ovens, hearths and other significant industrial or domestic features will be recorded and left in situ unless 
otherwise agreed with the County Archaeologist.  Should burials be encountered then they will be 
excavated in accordance with a Ministry of Justice Licence.  Archaeological features will be 
systematically scanned by metal detector prior to excavation and spoil routinely scanned for finds. 
 
Environmental samples will be taken as necessary from significant archaeological deposits in accordance 
with relevant guidelines (AES 1995, CIfA 2014d, Dobney et al. 1992, Murphy and Wiltshire 1994 and 
EH 2011).  Generally, samples will be collected from representative features and from securely stratified 
primary deposits along with any other deposits identified as showing palaeoenvironmental potential.  This 
strategy will be informed by the professional judgement of the archaeologist on site in conjunction with 
CFAs environmental specialists, the Historic England scientific advisor and the County Archaeologist. 
 
All archaeological remains will be recorded by means of photographs, drawings and written records 
conforming to CIfA standards (2014) and CFA’s quality manuals.  All features will be planned and drawn 
in section at an appropriate scale (normally 1:10 or 1:20).  All plans and sections will be related in height 
to the ordnance datum.  The photographic record will consist of high resolution digital photographs. 

Finds Recovery and Post-excavation Strategy 
All finds of pre-modern date will be retained for analysis; modern finds will be retained should they be 
from stratigraphically critical deposits or be intrinsically significant in their own right.  All finds which 
come under the purview of the Treasure Act 1996 (HMSO 1996) will be reported to the coroner and 
relevant procedures will be followed.  All Saxon and later ceramics will be classified in accordance with 
the Northamptonshire Ceramic Type Series.  The MPRG's Minimum Standards for the Processing, 
Recording, Analysis and Publication of Post-Roman Ceramics must be adhered to (Slowikowski et al 
2001). 
 
All finds will be treated in accordance with relevant guidance (UKIC 2001 and CIfA 2014d).  Ferrous and 
non ferrous objects will be x-rayed as appropriate. 
 
Report 
 
A report on the preliminary finding of the investigation work will describe the methods employed and 
outline the results in sufficient detail to enable the results to be interpreted without recourse to the site 
archive.  It will include tabulations of contexts and finds by context.  It will also include a non-technical 
summary and the results will be interpreted in relation to the archaeological and historical context of the 
surrounding area.  
 
A post-excavation assessment will be undertaken on all finds categories indicating the date and 
significance.  Work on the pottery will be undertaken in accordance with the relevant research framework 
(Knight et al. 2012).  A summary of the results of archaeological works will be submitted for inclusion in 
OASIS and the OASIS reference will appear in the report. 
 

The report will contain: 
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• a concise non-technical summary of the project results; 
• the site location given as an 8 figure grid reference; 
• a location plan of the site at a scale of at least 1:10,000; 
• a location plan showing the trench locations of the site at an appropriate scale; 
• plans and sections of archaeology located at a scale of 1:10, 1:20, 1:50 or 1:100, 

as appropriate; 
• a statement and analysis of the results; 
• An assessment of the significance of any findings; 
• Tables summarising deposits, features, classes and numbers of artefacts 

encountered; 
• spot dating of significant finds, and; 
• Copies of specialist reports e.g. environmental assessments 
 

If deemed appropriate a post-excavation analysis and publication proposal will be drawn up and agreed 
with NCC Archaeology. 

Standards and Guidance 
CFA Archaeology is a registered organisation (RO) with the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 
(CIfA).  All work will be conducted in accordance with relevant CIfA Standards and Guidance documents 
(CIfA 2014a-e), Historic England Guidance (Historic England 2015a-c), relevant regional guidance 
(Knight, et al) and CFA’s standard methodology.  The WSI along with relevant sections of the 
Environmental Statement will be issued to site staff and will help inform the recording and interpretation 
of remains on site. 
 

Monitoring 
The archaeological work will be monitoring by the County Archaeologist who will be informed in 
advance of the works taking place, updated as to progress and any significant archaeological discoveries.  
Contact numbers for the site will be forwarded to the County Archaeologist and the client in advance of 
the work starting. 

Archiving 
The project archive, comprising all CFA record sheets, finds, plans and reports will be prepared in 
accordance with the requirements of the Northamptonshire Archaeological Archive Standards (NCC 
2014).  The archive will be held by CFA Archaeology until an appropriate repository is found 
(Northamptonshire currently has no such repository) and then deposited at the Store and will conform to 
current guidelines in MoRPHE guidelines (Brown 2007, CIfA 2014e, MGC 1994, SMA 1995, Ferguson 
and Murray 1997, UKIC 1990 and HE 2015) ensuring the proper transfer of ownership.  The project 
report shall include an index to the site archive.  

Outreach 
Should significant archaeological remains be encountered during the investigation work, then appropriate 
avenues of publicity may be explored, with the prior approval of the client and in consultation with the 
County Archaeologist.  This may include press releases or articles to local and national media, television, 
web-based and social media, an open day for visitors or presentations or talks of the excavated remains to 
local societies or interested local people.  All public outreach events will be conducted following 
consultation with and approval by the client and the County Archaeologist.  Details of the project may 
also appear on CFA's website. 
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Welfare, H & S and Environmental Policy 
CFA Archaeology promotes the welfare and development of all staff irrespective of their status as 
permanent or temporary employees.  Health and Safety executive guidance is followed for the provision 
of welfare on site and in office environments.  CFA is an equal opportunities employer. 
 
Policy Statement: 
 
It is the Company’s policy, so far as is reasonably practicable to: 
 

• provide and maintain plant and equipment and systems of work that are safe and without risks to 
health; 

• make arrangements for ensuring safety and absence of risks to health in connection with the use, 
handling, storage and transport of articles and substances; 

• provide such information, instruction, training and supervision as is necessary to ensure the health 
and safety at work of employees and visitors; 

• maintain any place of work under the Company’s control in a condition that is safe and without 
risks to health and to provide and maintain means of access to and egress from it that are safe and 
without such risks; 

• provide and maintain a working environment for employees that is safe and without risks to 
health and is adequate as regards facilities and arrangements for their welfare at work; 

• provide such protective equipment as is necessary for the health and safety at work of employees;  
• encourage staff to set high standards of health and safety by personal example; 
• monitor the effectiveness of health and safety provisions within the Company; and,  
• keep the Health and Safety Policy under regular review and to duly circulate any amendments. 

 
It is equally a duty under the Health and Safety at Work Act for everyone engaged in company activities 
to exercise responsibility and care in the prevention of injury and ill health to themselves and to others 
who may be affected by acts and omissions at work.  Those who supervise work in the company premises 
and at field locations elsewhere have special obligations to ensure that they do not endanger the health 
and safety of other colleagues or visitors. 
 
Prior to the start of site works a risk assessment will be carried out identifying risks to staff, visitors to the 
site and members of the public.  Staff and visitors to the site will be required to wear appropriate PPE at 
all times. 
 
No person shall intentionally interfere with, or misuse anything provided by the Company in the interests 
of health, safety or welfare.  CFA Archaeology’s full Health and Safety policy and guidance is available 
on request. 
 
CFA Archaeology is committed to reducing its carbon footprint and maintains an environmental policy 
which may be supplied on request. 

Resources 
Mark Roberts (BA MLitt MCIfA) is a Regional Manager for CFA.  Mark has project managed numerous 
archaeological projects of all periods throughout the UK including those undertaken for large 
infrastructure projects.  Mark has an IOSH Managing Safely certificate.  
 
The Site Archaeologists for CFA will be selected from CFA’s pool of staff, all of whom have appropriate 
experience.  The project officer and supervisors will be first aiders and all site staff will have current 
CSCS cards (archaeological technician). 
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CFA’s Graphic’s Manager Shelly Werner BA MPhil DPhil, who is responsible for the organisation and 
management of all GIS, CAD and Illustrative material.  She is an experienced illustrator with specialist 
knowledge in GIS. 
 
List of Specialists 
 
Osteoarchaeology / small finds Sue Anderson BA MPhil PGDip MCIfA 
Lithics Ann Clarke PhD MCIfA (Freelance) 
Prehistoric pottery /briquetage Elaine Morris BA PhD FSA MCIfA 

Prehistoric pottery  Melanie Johnson MA PhD FSA Scot MCIfA (CFA 
Archaeology)  

Pre-Roman Iron Age pottery Paul Blinkhorn 
Roman pottery Jerry Evans 
Saxon and Medieval pottery Paul Blinkhorn 
Samian Via Jerry Evans 

Conservation Laboratory (Lead Conservator) The Scottish Conservation Studio (Will Murray BSc PGDip 
ACR) 

Palaeoenvironmental Scientist Mike Cressey HND BA MSc PhD MIfA (CFA Archaeology) 
Archaeobotany Mhairi Hastie BSc MSc ACIfA (CFA Archaeology) 
Archaeozoology Jennifer Thoms MA PhD FSA Scot 
Soil Micromorphology Clare Ellis BA PhD MIfA  
Mollusca and fish remains Ruby Ceron-Carrasco MA PhD 
Post-medieval pottery Sue Anderson BA MPhil PGDip MCIfA/Rebekah Pressler 
Palynology Robert McCulloch BA PhD (University of Stirling) 
Ceramic Building Material John Tibbles BA ACIfA/Rebekah Pressler 
Industrial and domestic waste analysis David Starley BSc PhD 
 
The above list is not exhaustive.  Should unusual or locally specific archaeological materials be 
discovered appropriate specialists will be sought on the advice of the Regional Historic England scientific 
Advisor.  CVs and examples of work for all specialists can be supplied on request. 

Timetable 
The envisaged start date for the fieldwork will be arranged.  Resources may be varied depending on the 
access to landowner parcels and the level and complexity of archaeological remains encountered. 
 
Quality Assurance 
 
CFA works to the highest achievable standards across the range of its archaeological activities and 
employs best archaeological practices.  CFA operates according to the appropriate codes and standards of 
the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA).  
 
A quality system has been produced by CFA Archaeology to fulfil the requirements of best 
archaeological practice.  This system comprises the Quality Policy, Quality Manual, project specific 
Quality Plans, and a series of Standard Operating Procedures, copies all of which can be supplied on 
request. 
 
CFA staff are instructed in the requirements of the quality system.  All staff working on projects are 
inducted in CFA working practices, including quality responsibilities.  Every member of staff is made 
aware of their individual responsibilities within the project and within the Quality Plan.  CFA ensures that 
all staff are qualified, experienced archaeologists, and that training is conducted in appropriate areas of 
CFA work procedures and in developing uses of new technologies.  All staff are encouraged to apply for 
membership of the CIfA, the recognised professional body for field archaeology, at an appropriate level 
and are encouraged and assisted through an appraisal system to maintain continuing professional 
development documentation. 
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WSI Annex One: 
 
Guidance in Relation to Archaeology 
 
There is the possibility that features and objects of archaeological importance may be discovered during 
the course of construction works.  
 
An archaeologist will not be present on site at all times.  When an archaeologist is not there, there is still a 
duty upon the developer to ensure that archaeological sites and items are not destroyed or damaged; these 
unexpected discoveries can only be reported through the vigilance of construction staff working on site. 
 
Archaeological remains and artefacts are protected by English, UK and European Law and damage to 
such remains may put the developer in breach of their planning consent and could result in prosecution of 
the individual causing damage.  The following guidance should be followed carefully by all contractors 
working in Development Order Limits locations, including minor highway works locations.  Failure to 
follow the guidance will be considered as misconduct. 
 
Report any discoveries to the Site Manager who will contact the Archaeological Contractor: 
 

Mark Roberts 
CFA Archaeology Ltd 

Suite 11, Letchworth House 
Chesney Wold  

Bleak Hall  
Milton Keynes  

MK6 1NE 

 
Tel: 01908 226 124 

Mobile: 07741 313 975 
Email: mroberts@cfa-archaeology.co.uk 

 

 
How do I recognise what is significant? 
 
Without training you can’t be expected to know what is and isn’t important.  But there are some questions 
you can ask yourself: 

• Does it look artificial? 
• If it is an object, does it look man-made? 
• Does it look out of place in this environment? 

 
What sort of things might I find? 
 
Some examples of the kinds of features or items that you may encounter are:  

• Footings of walls or buildings, often observed as lines of stone set into the subsoil. 
• Trackways or old roads, often cobbled or paved. 
• Items such as simple stone tools, flint, wooden tools, pottery or metalwork. 
• Pits or ditches showing up as dark circles or broad lines in the subsoil. 
• Human remains, most likely in grave like cuts or in the subsoil and often found in groups. 
• Cremations, prehistoric burials sometimes in pottery vessels; these look like dark patches of 

charcoal with small fragments of burnt white bone 
 
What do I do if I find something? 
 
In the event of the discovery of an archaeological feature or object stop work at that location immediately 
and notify the Site Manager.  They will notify the Archaeological Contractor.  The Archaeological 
Contractor will then decide whether work may proceed or whether it is necessary for a recording exercise 
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to be conducted.  Work may need to be stopped at that location until the find is investigated by the 
Archaeological Contractor in consultation with the NCC Archaeologists. 
 
If you find an object which you think is archaeologically important, try not to move it (unless it is likely 
to get lost) as the removal of an object from its discovery position removes it from its context, making an 
interpretation of its meaning and significance difficult.  Especial care should be taken if you discover 
precious metals (silver or gold), as many artefacts made from these materials can be very fragile.  Finds of 
such precious metals must not be broadcast widely but reported without delay to the Site Manager who 
should immediately inform the Archaeological Contractor who will contact the relevant authorities. 
 
Where an archaeological find is accidentally excavated (or if has to be moved) it is important that the 
Archaeological Contractor is informed as soon as possible so that the find can be investigated.  Digital 
photographs of the find and its location should be e-mailed to the contractor as soon as possible for an 
initial assessment, and work in the area should cease pending further advice.  
 
Any object accidentally excavated and recovered from the ground should be stored in a plastic bag or 
Tupperware box until it can be collected / examined.  Do not wrap the object in old newspaper or paper 
towels, as this can be harmful to the object.  If the object is wood or leather and is very wet it is a good 
idea to try and keep it in the same state and not let it dry out.  Do not try to clean any objects. 
 
All newly discovered objects in England and Wales belong to the landowner.  Items deemed to be 
Treasure under the Treasure Act, whether of precious metal or not, belong to the Crown, not the finder, 
and must be reported and handed to the archaeologist.  
 
If you find bones that you think might be human, it is a Criminal Offence under the 1857 Burials Act to 
disturb them any more than has already happened.  In the case of discovery of potentially human remains 
you should therefore make sure that the Site Manager is informed immediately who will in turn notify the 
Archaeological Contractor.  It is the law that the Coroner is informed in these cases as soon as possible; 
this should be done by the Archaeological Contractor.  
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